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GO BOLD WITH 
FRONT-DOOR COLOR
For years, formal black and  colonial 
red were the fallbacks for entry 
doors, but bolder choices are 
making headway. Color is a 
way to introduce the world to 
the people inside, points out 
architectural color consultant 
Amy Wax, so why not make it 
unexpected and playful? Here’s 
how to get started.

1] Assess the whole package. The 
owners of the Sausalito, California, 
house shown above complemented 
its gray shingles with a zingy 
yellow-green Dutch door. If the 
entry incorporates a lot of glass, 
as this one does, it can usually 
handle a more intense color. White 
trim makes the new door snap 
while tying it to the rest of the 
house. Along with the siding and 
trim, consider the colors of other 
existing elements, like a fl agstone 
path or a brick foundation.

2] Take a look around. Neighboring 
houses may suggest which colors 
work best with which house styles. 
But think about playing against 
type. A stately shade can make 
a cottage-style door look more 
sophisticated, while a bright 
hue could make a formal facade 
friendlier and more whimsical. 

3] Don’t forget the foliage, 
especially if your trees and shrubs 
bear colorful blooms. Got red 
azaleas and white brick? A chrome-
yellow door might be just the ticket.

THE FUNDAMENTALS—foundation, siding, and roof—were sound, though the 
house did require new support beams. Brick piers replaced the slim posts 
holding up the porch roof, and Buck and Castro used home-center spindles to 
create a crisp-white railing that is echoed by an arched garden gate at the edge of 
the yard. “I designed the gate and helped fi gure it out,” Buck says. “We bought 
1×12 boards and cut the arch out with a circular saw.” 

SPIFFY BLACK PAINT revived the original windows. Buck’s dad helped make the 
complementary board-and-batten shutters. A fresh coat of green brightens the 
original clapboards, and Buck fi nished a windowed door he found at an antiques 
shop with a custom orange-red that makes it pop.

YARD IMPROVEMENTS, honchoed  by Buck’s cousin Wayne Vassey, a garden pro, 
included leveling the ground and pouring two concrete walkways as well as a new 
drive. Shapely boxwood topiaries give the once forlorn yard a refi ned air.

BEFORE: This Depression-era 
cottage was licking its wounds in 
a quiet Atlanta neighborhood.

create an opening statement
New homeowner Buck Davis, aided by family members and carpenter Carlos 
Castro, rebuilt the porch, revamped the lawn, and toppled the listing carport by 
hitching it to Buck’s truck. 

A TRICOLOR TREATMENT of turquoise, chocolate, and white turns the original 
ornate front door—and the unusual stained glass in its transom—into a focal 
point while adding dimension to the windows, porch-column bases, and other 
architectural elements. Extra oomph comes from an unexpected fascia 
pinstripe in the same shade that gives defi nition to the porch, windows, and 
rails. “A lot of homes nearby have bold trim, so it worked well in the context of 
the neighborhood,” Smith says.  

A LIGHTENED-UP LANDSCAPE, in the form of a purple-fl owering jacaranda 
tree substantially pruned for a more graceful and open shape, puts the newly 
colorful facade on display.  

BLUE-GRAY ASPHALT ROOF SHINGLES draw the eye up to a new second-story 
dormer, which allows more upstairs living space and balances the bay window 
out front and the windowed gable end above it—both now more visible. 

BEFORE: Despite its cheerful picket 
fence, the 1920s house, in Santa 
Barbara, California, seemed to be 
quaking behind a cloud of tree limbs. 

color inside the lines
Situated near a historic district, this emblem of the bungalow era regained its 
sprightly soul under the guidance of architect Dennis Thompson and interior 
designer Jessica Risko Smith.      

76 THISOLDHOUSE.COM MARCH  2016




